Serial No.: 09/994,850 
Filed: November 28, 2001 
Art Unit: 2621 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (previously presented) An apparatus according to Claim 4, further comprising a speed 
specifying unit which receives from a user a desired speed, wherein said speed controller 
controls said intermediate image generator according to the desired speed. 

3. (previously presented) An apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said intermediate 
image comprises a plurality of intermediate images and said speed controller controls the 
number of intermediate images generated by said intermediate image generator. 

4. (currently amended) An image-effect apparatus, comprising: 

an intermediate image generator which acquires a first image, a second image and 
a corresponding point file for the first image and the second image and 
generates an intermediate image between the first image and the second image; 
[[and]] 

a speed controller which controls an operation of said intermediate image generator 

with respect to a speed at which the intermediate image is generated; and 

an output unit for outputinq the first image and intermediate image , 
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wherein the corresponding point file describes lattice points of a mesh taken on the 
first image , wherein the lattice points represent less than all of the pixels in the 
first image, and a positional relation of points in the second image which 
correspond to the lattice points. 

5. (original) An apparatus according to Claim 4, further comprising a display unit which 
displays the first image, the intermediate image, and the second image as a moving 
picture. 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (currently amended) An image-effect apparatus, comprising: 

an image input unit which acquires a first image and a second image; 

a matching processor which computes a matching between the first image and the 

second image and then outputs a matching result as a corresponding point file; 
an intermediate image generator which generates an intermediate image between 

the first image and the second image based on the corresponding point file; 

[[and]] 

a speed controller which controls said intermediate image generator with respect to 

a speed at which the intermediate image is generated : and 

an output unit for outputing the first image and the intermediate image , 
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wherein said matching processor generates the corresponding point file in a manner 
such that a destination polygon in the second image corresponds to a source 
polygon of a mesh defined on the first image , wherein the mesh represents less 
than all of the pixels in the first image, . 

8. (previously presented) An apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein said matching 
processor performs a pixel-by-pixel matching computation based on correspondence 
between a critical point detected through a two-dimensional search on the first image and a 
critical point detected through a two-dimensional search on the second image. 

9. (original) An apparatus according to Claim 8, wherein said matching processor initially 
multiresolutionalizes the first image and the second image using the critical points then 
performs the pixel-by-pixel matching computation between related multiresolution levels 
while also inheriting a result of a pixel-by-pixel matching computation at a different 
multiresolution level in order to acquire a pixel-by-pixel correspondence relation at a finest 
resolution level at a final stage. 

10. (original) An apparatus according to Claim 7, further comprising a communication unit 
which outputs the corresponding point file to an external unit. 
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1 1 . (previously presented) An apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein said intermediate 
image comprises a plurality of intermediate images and said speed controller controls the 
number of intermediate images generated by said intermediate image generator. 

12. (original) An apparatus according to Claim 10, wherein said intermediate image 
comprises a plurality of intermediate images and said speed controller controls the number 
of intermediate images generated by said intermediate image generator. 

13. -22. (cancelled) 



-5- 



